
It was one of those inevitable 
coincidences. . . like needing to hit
the restroom just when the movie
starts. Every time I took a quilting
class or found myself sitting in front
of my sewing machine at a guild
retreat, I realized that I had forgotten
some critical tool that I was really
going to need. Most often, I would 
be rescued by kind, generous fellow
quilters (who were not so lame-
brained), but I always felt awkward
about it.  

And so, I resolved “Never
again! I will never be forgetful 
again!” (Cue “Gone with the Wind”
music and find me some dirt clods.
Oh, wait. . . wrong drama.) I want 
to spare you the future agony of the
unprepared quilter by giving you an
exhaustive checklist of everything—
every single thing--that you should
take with you for classes and retreats.  

This is not just a Mark
Lipinski list (though that, in itself,
would be stellar), but I tapped the
trusty Posse for tips about what they
bring with them to quilting outings.  

For the record, I have all of
the tools I need for piecing and quilt-
ing in my sewing room, but I have
since bought a whole new set of tools
and notions that I store in big plastic
tool boxes from Lowe’s or giant fish-
ing tackle boxes from Wal-Mart, plus 
a carrier for my self-healing mat and
pressing board for on-the-run quilt
making. That way, I just have to pick
up my quilting tool kits, pack up my
machine, and head off for a day or
two of acrylic-ruler paradise. 
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nn Sewing machine manual

nn Extra sewing machine

needles

nn Hand needles

nn Pre-filled bobbins and a

few empty bobbins

nn Neutral 100% cotton

thread for piecing

nn 1 spool neutral YLI silk

thread for hand appliqué

nn Needle threader

nn Small thread snips

nn Fabric scissors

nn Appliqué scissors

nn Paper scissors

nn Tweezers

nn Hemostat

nn Stiletto

nn Plastic measuring tape

(cloth stretches)

nn Reducing glass 

nn Seam ripper

nn Ball head pins 

nn Flower head pins

nn 1/2-inch pins

for appliqué 

nn Magnetic pin holder

nn Glue Baste

nn Thimble

nn 6-inch x 24-inch

acrylic ruler

nn 6-inch x 14-inch

acrylic ruler

nn 81/2-inch x 24-inch ruler

nn 6 1/2-inch and/or

12 1/2-inch and/or

16 1/2-inch square ruler

nn Add-a-Quarter

nn Various Ziploc

plastic bags

nn Rotary cutter with

extra blades

nn Small paintbrush 

nn Machine oil

nn Medium-sized self-healing

mat (18-inch x 24-inch)  

nn Small ironing board or

pressing mat 

nn Hera marker

nn Wooden iron

nn Small iron

nn Spritz bottle filled

with water

nn Starch or sizing

nn Micron pen(black is

the most versatile color)

nn Papermate Sharpwriter

Pencil (it’s disposable,

and can be used to mark

quilting lines and it

washes out)

nn White fabric marker

nn That Purple Thang

nn Template plastic

nn Graph paper

nn 1/2-inch roll of

masking tape 

nn Painter's blue tape

nn A plastic, flannel-backed

tablecloth to use as a

portable design wall

nn Power strip with

several outlets

nn A small Ott light

for the table

nn A Dollar Store pair

of high magnification

cheater glasses

nn Extension cord

nn Screwdriver (find a

small Phillips and flat

head combo)

nn Small pad of Post-It notes

nn A small notebook

nn Band-Aids (you can

never find one when

you need it)

nn Small bottle of Tylenol

(if you’ve ever taken

one of my classes, this

is a must!)

nn Glue stick

nn Wet Ones

nn Highlighter

nn Tide to Go stick

nn Pink pearl eraser

nn The Quilter's Pocket

Reference Guide by

Peggy Scholley

nn Quilter's FabriCalc

Here’s what you need for your kit:
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