Look what they did!

The command to “rev up your quilting engines!” will never have the

same meaning once you see what a foursome from Northwest Quilters,
Inc., in Portland, Oregon, came up with. (And just for the fun of it!)
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When their annual quilt show was
looming in March this year, these gals
decided that just having a guild oppor-
tunity quilt wasn’t good enough. So
these little overachievers got together,
issued orders for quilt blocks from the
guild’s 300 members — without telling
anyonewhat they wanted the blocks for
— and put together this incredible car
quilt, custom-fitted to guild member
Janice Jones’ 2004 Volkswagen Bug.

Just looking at the finished
project is enough to drag sounds of
great passion from our throats, but
when you have the back-story steering
your thoughts, it’s enough to make any
quilter gush with admiration.

Janice and her bud, Maureen
Orr Eldred, who share duties as the
guild’s community outreach chairs,

decided in January (yep, two months
before the event) that they wanted to
make a bigger splash than usual. Janice
had seen a couple of different car quilts
at larger shows and knew that her Bug
would be the perfect runway model

for their attempts. But, Maureen first
wanted to test drive other four-wheeled
options. When those fell through,

the Bug was in. The duo brought two
other board members in on the plan:
Linda Tamlyn and a member wishing to
remain anonymous (we’ll just call her
Agent Q).

Janice’s team issued a call for
blocks to the guild’s members, specifi-
cally asking for 12-inch finished blocks,
using at least one yellow fabric and one
fabric with bugs printed on it (get it?).
They got back a few more than 200 fin-



members did no OWwW a darned thing
about the “real” plan.

Then Janice and Maureen
camped out in Janice’s driveway with
several sheets and the blocks and began
making a fitted sample for the car.
Janice’s background includes clothing
construction, which means she can sew
in three dimensions (clothes) as well
as two dimensions (most quilts). The
sheets were pinned, marked and a basic
pattern was created. The blocks were
pieced together in the patterns’ shapes
and then pin-tucked and fitted to the
car. “We pretty much pinned it onto
the car and literally started making
tucks and pleats wherever it needed to
fit. The last things to cut out were the
wheel wells,” Janice says.

The car quilt is an actual quilt,
with the requisite three layers. Once
everything was pieced together, the
openings were bound and then covered
with netting. Some Velcro strips hold
the quilt in place, but Janice recom-
mends against high driving speeds
when the quilt is lashed to the car.

The big reveal was at the quilt
show, where most of the guild members
were completely unaware of why they
had made those blocks. To say it was
a jolt of pleasure for them to see the
parked-and-dressed Sunshine Yellow
Bug in their middle of their show venue
is an understatement. The mission, as
the saying goes, was accomplished.

“We wanted it to be a complete
surprise. It was totally unexpected. We
had more men standing around my car!
And we used the Bug for a scavenger
hunt for the kids by telling them that
on our Bug there’s something that’s
hidden: Two blocks are bugs, but not
bugs.” (These two blocks had images of
Bugs Bunny.)

For now, the quilt is with
Janice, but long-term plans include
driving the car in parades and making
road trips to quilty destinations. (Paper-
piecer extraordinaire Judy Neimeyer’s
Montana retreat center is one stop
Janice definitely wants to make.)
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